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Bold Caballeros y Noble Bandidas take on the dead
4:34 PM, November 28, 2008

Dia de Los Muertos may have come and gone this year, but the spirit of the holiday lives on at the Autry National 
Center of the American West as part of the "Bold Caballeros y Noble Bandidas" exhibition -- which I take a look at 
in today's Arts & Books section. 

The exhibit, on display through May 10 and co-presented by the Arizona State University Hispanic Research 
Center, looks at the effect the Mexican Revolution of 1910 had on relations between the U.S. and Mexico and its 
role in the evolution of Mexican pop culture that centered on a cast of bandit heroes.  

With the revolution's sustained influence on contemporary art and Mexican identity, blending the theme of 
revolutionary heroes and other outlaws with the Day of the Dead seemed only logical, said chief museum curator 
Jonathan Spaulding, since the larger-than-life legends surrounding figures such as Emiliano Zapata, Joaquin 
Murrieta and Francisco "Pancho" Villa continue to commingle with the living, even to this day.
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At the closing stages of the exhibit -- which features film posters, costumes, comic books and children's toys inspired by the era -- the holiday’s presence is evident in an altar in a grand arch 
standing against a cobalt wall.  A vine of fake leaves, twinkling lights and orange and yellow paper marigolds swirls around the arch’s exterior. The altar features sugar skulls, candles, framed 
images and liquor; visitors can leave written dedications in the basket resting at the base.  And surrounding the arch is group of artworks in which caballeros are substituted with lifelike skeletons.

In "La Pistola y el Corazon (The Pistol and the Heart)," East L.A. native George Yepes illustrates a skeleton bride clutching a pistol, hands crossed, as she stands beside her suitor.  (Fun note: 
Sean Penn and Madonna bought the original painting, which didn't feature a pistol, for a record-breaking sum in 1989 … only to have it reduced to ashes when their home was engulfed during 
the Malibu fire of 1993. The painting [pistol added] served as cover art for a 1998 album by Los Lobos, the Grammy Award-winning music group from East Los Angeles.) Yepes has two other 
artworks in the exhibition, including a skeleton strumming a guitar, inspired by a Woodie Guthrie photo.

Nearby is "Héchale," a silk-screen print by Eduardo Oropeza, depicting mustachioed skeletons in a mariachi band playing guitar-like 
instruments.  Each is wearing a stylized, colorful sombrero.

And if guitar-playing skeletons aren't enough, "Szansa na Sukces (Chance for Success)" shows a sombrero-wearing skeleton with a lit 
cigarette in hand.  The figure is draped in red flames, with an image of a pistol in the foreground. 

--Yvonne Villarreal

Photos: George Yepes' "La Pistola y el Corazon" (1991), top; Eduardo Oropeza's "Héchale" (1984), middle; Tomasz Sarnecki and Wayne 
Healy's "Szansa na Sukces (Chance for Success)" (1999). 

Credits: Autry National Center of the American West

Permalink | Comments 
(0) 

TrackBack

TrackBack URL for this entry: 
http://www.typepad.com/t/trackback/816965/36221288

Listed below are links to weblogs that reference Bold Caballeros y Noble Bandidas take on the dead:

Comments

Hall Dolly Parton Downtown Eli Broad Elina Shatkin Esa-Pekka Salonen F. 

Kathleen Foley Facebook Film Food and Drink Frank Gehry Galleries Gay 

and Lesbian Geffen Playhouse Geoff Boucher Getty government Greg 

Braxton Gustavo Dudamel Jazz jukebox musical Karen Wada Kate Linthicum 

KCRW Kirk Douglas Theatre La Jolla Playhouse LACMA Las Vegas Latino 

arts Law Leah Ollman Lee Margulies Liesl Bradner Lisa Fung Los Angeles 

Philharmonic Lynell George Mark Swed Mark Taper Forum McCain Mike 
Boehm MOCA Monster Mash Museums Music Music Center 
Musicals MySpace NEA New York News Norton Simon Obama off-

Broadway Openings Opera Orange County Pasadena Playhouse Paul 

Young Philip Brandes Photography piano politics Preservation Proposition 8 

Public art Publishing Radio Reed Johnson Religion Rene Lynch Rick Schultz 

Science Scott Sandell sex Sharon Mizota Sherry Stern South Coast Repertory 

Sports Starchitecture Suzanne Muchnic Television The Arts 
Theater Travel UCLA UCLA Live Urbanism USC Victoria Looseleaf 
Video Web/Tech Weblogs YouTube Yvonne Villarreal 

Blogs

LA Times Blogs

Lakers: All things purple and gold 
The Homicide Blog: Every homicide in L.A. 
L.A. Land: Real estate 
Bottleneck: Southland Traffic 
Up to Speed: L.A. car culture 
Daily Travel & Deal Blog: For restless SoCal  
The Homeroom: Southern California schools 
Blue Notes: A Dodgers Blog 
What's Bruin: The world of UCLA 
All Things Trojan: USC sports 
Varsity Times Insider: Local high school sports 
Daily Dish: Inside scoop on food in L.A. 
The Daily Mirror: L.A. crime 50 years ago 
Jacket Copy : Book news and information 

> More

 
 YOUR SCENE 

View our readers' photos and share your 
own at Your Scene. 
L.A. Museums & Galleries 

Submit your photo or video >>

 
Digg

Upcoming stories from the LA Times

What is Digg?

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/11/bold-caballeros.html (2 of 3)12/1/2008 2:17:44 PM

http://www.latimes.com/blogs/
http://www.latimes.com/news/columnists/
http://www.latimes.com/news/printedition/front/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/readers/
http://www.latimes.com/news/custom/corrections/
http://www.latimes.com/about/site/la-about-sitemap,0,2204194.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/classified/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/cars/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.zetabid.com/
http://www.zetabid.com/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/dating/
http://www.shoplocal.com/latimes
http://print.coupons.com/alink.asp?go=13135nc9210
http://www.latimes.com/classified/printads/
http://advertise.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/mediakit
http://www.latimes.com/onlinemediakit
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-memberservices.register
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-login.register
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-createprofile.register
http://my.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/registration/show-editproducts.register
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-rssinfopage,0,5039586.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-rssinfopage,0,5039586.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-contactus,0,1439615.htmlstory
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/latimes/search.html
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-reprint-request-splash,0,6731163.htmlstory
http://timescareers.latimes.com/
http://myaccount.latimes.com/newSubscriptionZip.do?source=latweb
http://myaccount.latimes.com/
http://myaccount.latimes.com/newSubscriptionZip.jsp
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/photos/uncategorized/2008/11/25/hechale_4.jpg
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/photos/uncategorized/2008/11/25/szansa_na_sukces.jpg
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/f_kathleen_foley/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/facebook/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/film/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/food_and_drink/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/frank_gehry/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/galleries/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/gay_and_lesbian_arts_and_culture/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/gay_and_lesbian_arts_and_culture/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/geffen_playhouse/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/geoff_boucher/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/getty/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/government/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/greg_braxton/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/greg_braxton/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/gustavo_dudamel/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/jazz/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/jukebox_musical/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/karen_wada/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/kate_linthicum/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/kcrw/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/kirk_douglas_theatre/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/la_jolla_playhouse/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/lacma/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/las_vegas/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/latino_arts/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/latino_arts/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/art_law/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/leah_ollman/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/lee_margulies/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/liesl_bradner/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/lisa_fung/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/los_angeles_philharmonic/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/los_angeles_philharmonic/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/lynell_george/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/mark_swed/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/mark_taper_forum/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/mccain/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/mike_boehm/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/mike_boehm/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/moca/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/monster_mash/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/museums/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/music/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/music_center/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/musicals/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/myspace/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/nea/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/new_york/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/news/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/norton_simon_/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/obama/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/offbroadway/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/offbroadway/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/openings/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/opera/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/orange_county/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/pasadena_playhouse/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/paul_young/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/paul_young/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/philip_brandes/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/photography/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/piano/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/politics/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/preservation/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/proposition_8/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/public_art/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/publishing/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/radio/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/reed_johnson/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/religion/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/rene_lynch/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/rick_schultz/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/science/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/scott_sandell/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/sex/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/sharon_mizota/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/sherry_stern/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/south_coast_repertory/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/sports/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/starchitecture/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/suzanne_muchnic/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/television/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/the_arts/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/theater/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/travel/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/ucla/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/ucla_live/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/urbanism/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/usc/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/victoria_looseleaf/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/video/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/webtech/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/weblogs/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/youtube/index.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/yvonne_villarreal/index.html
http://www.latimes.com/blogs
http://lakersblog.latimes.com/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/homicidereport/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/laland/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/bottleneck/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/uptospeed/
http://travel.latimes.com/daily-deal-blog/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/thehomeroom/
http://sportsblogs.latimes.com/sports_baseball_dodgers/
http://latimesblogs.typepad.com/bruin/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/allthingstrojan/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/varsitytimesinsider/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/dailydish/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/thedailymirror/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/jacketcopy/
http://www.latimes.com/blogs
http://yourscene.latimes.com/mycapture/photos/index.aspx?h=1&l=4
http://yourscene.latimes.com/mycapture/photos/Album.aspx?EventID=258621&CategoryID=18062&h=1&l=6
http://yourscene.latimes.com/
http://yourscene.latimes.com/mycapture/photos/Album.aspx?EventID=258621&CategoryID=18062&h=1&l=6
http://yourscene.latimes.com/mycapture/photos/Upload.aspx?CategoryID=18062&EventID=258621&h=1&l=6
http://digg.com/?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/tour?OTC-widget


Bold Caballeros y Noble Bandidas take on the dead | Culture Monster | Los Angeles Times

Post a comment

If you are under 13 years of age you may read this message board, but you may not participate. 
Here are the full legal terms you agree to by using this comment form. 

Comments are moderated, and will not appear until they've been approved. 

If you have a TypeKey or TypePad account, please Sign In 

Name: 

 

E-mail Address: 

 

URL: 

 

Remember personal info? 

Comments: 

 

  

32 
$8.5 trillion for economic rescue?

24 
Israelis expectations of a Clinton State 
Dept.

9 
Economic rescue could cost $8.5 
trillion - Los Angeles Times

8 
FTC cracks down on Robocalls 
(telemarketing)

5 
What should the new president do first?

4 
Getting smokers to quit littering

3 
Munchkin actresses snubbed at 'Oz' 
event

2 
Systemic failure seen in India's 
response to attacks - Los A

1 
An American finds his niche in the 
Great Wall

1 
Side dishes of a holiday dinner

Powered by Digg's Users

More on LATimes.com

California/Local |  National |  World |  Sports    Opinion |  

Entertainment |  Travel |  Health    L.A. Wheels |  Real Estate 

Partners

Hoy |  KTLA |  Boodle.com |  ShopLocal    Shopping |  Grocery 

Coupons 

Classifieds

Career Builder |  Cars.com |  Apartments.com    FSBO (For Sale By 

Owner) | Open Houses 
Copyright 2008 Los Angeles Times Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Advertise | Home Delivery | Reprint Requests | Help & Services | Contact | Site Map 

 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/culturemonster/2008/11/bold-caballeros.html (3 of 3)12/1/2008 2:17:44 PM

http://www.latimes.com/services/site/lat-terms,0,6713384.htmlstory
http://www.typepad.com/t/comments?__mode=signin_redir&user_id=816965&entry_id=59036206
http://digg.com/politics/8_5_trillion_for_economic_rescue?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/politics/Israelis_expectations_of_a_Clinton_State_Dept?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/politics/Israelis_expectations_of_a_Clinton_State_Dept?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/politics/Economic_rescue_could_cost_8_5_trillion_Los_Angeles_Times?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/politics/Economic_rescue_could_cost_8_5_trillion_Los_Angeles_Times?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/politics/FTC_cracks_down_on_Robocalls_telemarketing?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/politics/FTC_cracks_down_on_Robocalls_telemarketing?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/political_opinion/What_should_the_new_president_do_first?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/environment/Getting_smokers_to_quit_littering_2?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/movies/Munchkin_actresses_snubbed_at_Oz_event?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/movies/Munchkin_actresses_snubbed_at_Oz_event?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/world_news/Systemic_failure_seen_in_India_s_response_to_attacks_Los_A?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/world_news/Systemic_failure_seen_in_India_s_response_to_attacks_Los_A?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/travel_places/An_American_finds_his_niche_in_the_Great_Wall?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/travel_places/An_American_finds_his_niche_in_the_Great_Wall?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/food_drink/Side_dishes_of_a_holiday_dinner?OTC-widget
http://digg.com/?OTC-widget
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/world/
http://www.latimes.com/sports/
http://www.latimes.com/news/opinion/
http://www.latimes.com/entertainment/news/
http://travel.latimes.com/
http://www.latimes.com/features/health/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/automotive/highway1/
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/
http://www.hoyinternet.com/
http://ktla.trb.com/
http://www.boodle.com/
http://www.shoplocal.com/
http://www.latimes.com/shopping/online/gen3-la-shoplocal-jump,0,4863847.htmlstory
http://print.coupons.com/alink.asp?go=13135nc9210
http://print.coupons.com/alink.asp?go=13135nc9210
http://www.latimes.com/classified/jobs/?track=footernav-jobs
http://www.latimes.com/classified/cars?track=footernav-cars
http://www.latimes.com/classified/realestate/rentals/?track=footernav-rentals
http://www.forsalebyowner.com/
http://www.forsalebyowner.com/
http://www.openhouses.com/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-privacy,0,3125046.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/lat-terms,0,6713384.story
https://advertise.latimes.com/
https://myaccount.latimes.com/newSubscriptionZip.do?source=latweb
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-reprint-request-splash,0,6731163.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/
http://www.latimes.com/services/site/la-contactus,0,1439615.htmlstory
http://www.latimes.com/about/site/la-about-sitemap,0,2204194.htmlstory

	latimes.com
	Bold Caballeros y Noble Bandidas take on the dead | Culture Monster | Los Angeles Times


	IANKOMMBGNDBAELENFOFGJGILCCEDAJO: 
	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: default_collection
	f2: 3
	f3: xml_no_dtd
	f4: date:D:L:d1
	f5: latimes
	f6: 1
	f7: UTF-8
	f8: latimes
	f9: thumbnail_small
	f10: 


	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 59036206
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: 
	f5: Off
	f6: 

	f7:  Preview 
	f8: 
	f9:  Post 
	f10: 




